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BAR HOPPERS: Two writers are

OSCARS: The awards came and

in search of the perfect bar hangout.
Check out the first week's find.
-- REVIEWPAGE 7

went. See what our reviewers have
to say about the winners and losers.
-- REVIEW PAGE 7

EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE --

Bridget Nickens
(left), senior secretary for the Department of Journalism and Media Studies, was among those honored
with a USPS Excellence in Service Award for 2006:

20 YEARS OF SERVICE AWARDS -- librarian Jerry
Notaro (left) and Physical Plant Director Ron Bugg pose along
with Regional Vice Chancellor Karen A. White after receiving
their awards for 20 years of service to the University.

With a l_ittle-online help~
professor blends courses
BYANTHONY SALVEGGI

added that making students' work publicly
available helped them learn how to write for
a general audience.
At a recent gathering of students and
Koski, th:e only presenter from USF St.
Petersburg at this year's symposium, said
teachers on the USF Tampa campus, one
USF St. Petersburg educator showed how a
another benefit of merging the two classes
simple use oftechnology added spark to a
was that the students could get accustomed
couple of core courses.
to working in teams and learn how to give
and receive feedback.
Cheryl Koski, a professor in the Department of Journalism and Media Studies, was
"Even if they ~on't go into journalism, it's
a skill they're going to need;' said Koski,
one of many USF faculty members who gave
about 30 poster presentations C\t the 2006
who kept track of the students' performance
Symposium on 21" Century Teaching Techby reading every post on the message board
nologies, held March 8 in the Marshall
- -posts t}lat numbered in.the hundreds.
Center.
Koski, who hadn't used Blackboard prior
The event, in its 111h year, gave teachers
to last fall and hadn't taught news editing,
and graduate assistants the opportunity to
said bringing the two courses together took
show how their use of educational technola lot of time. And the time spent didn't guarogy enhances the teaching and learning
antee the experiment would work.
"I had no idea how it was going to turn
process. It was co-sponsored the Center for
21" Century Teaching Excellence, which is a
out:' she said. "Based on my student evaluapart of Educational Outreach and facilitates
tions, it was definitely a success." Ko"ski said
the integration of technology into educashe will use Blackboard again next fall.
tional settings.
Sharing her use of teaching technology
wasn't the only benefit for Koski; she also
Koski's presentation, "Turning the Classroom into a Newsroom: Using Blackboard to received an offer from Grandon Gill, associTeach Journalism:' focused on her use of
ate professor of information and decision
software to help teach and essentially merge
sciences, to contri6ute an articl~ on her use
of Blackboard to a new journal of college
two of her classes during fall semester 2005.
Students from Writing for the Mass
teaching.
_
Media took on the role of reporters, while
Additional information on the Center for
21" Century Teaching Excellence and past
those in News Editing I assumed the role of
their editors. But instead of meeting in
symposia brochures can be found at
person, students in each class communicated www.cte.usf.edu. Those interested in learning
with one another via Blackboard, a software
more about the Blackboard Learning System
program that allo~s for the online delivery
should visit www.acomp.usf.edufgroupfmyusf.
of courses.
The students shared feedback on each
step ~f the story process - from proposals, to
rough drafts, to final versions.
To guide each class, Koski posted check~
lists for writing and editing stories and
constructively providing feedback to the
reporters, who ~ere able to let their editors
know how their input improved the stories.
Koski's decision to use Blackboard was
based in part on her desire to avoid teaching
TECH SAVVY -- A;sistant Professor Cheryl Koski
writing and editing from a textbook.
"I prefer to teach as much as I can using
spoke at the 2006 Symposium on 21" Century Teach- ·
ing Technologies on March 8 at USF Tampa.
actual student writing;' Koski said, who

EDITOR

Record crowds for honorees
• Faculty/staff awardsluncheon ends with
wall signing at Residence Hall One
BY ANTHONY SALVEGGI

EDITOR
An estimated crowd of 200 people attended this
year's Faculty and Staff Awards Luncheon, which
honored University employees for their service.
Holly Kickliter, regional associate vice chancellor for University Relations, said it was the largest
crowd ever for the event, which was held March 9
in the Campus Activities Center.
In her opening remarks, Regional Chancellor
Karen A. White touched on the familiar list of
high points for.the campus, including its quest for
separate accreditation, the 40th Anniversary Celebration and the construction of Residence Hall
One.
Interim Regional Vice Chancellor ~or Administrati<;m and Finane~ Max Kerlin presented the
University Length of Service Awards - 2005 (see
accompanying fact box for highlights).
Regional Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
V. Mark Durand then presented -the awards for

Holly Kickliter, regional
associate vice chancellor for University Relations, participates in
the wall signing held
inside of Residence Hall
One following the
Faculty and Staff
Awards Luncheon.

A&P Outstanding Service and USPS Excellence in
Service for 2006 (winners listed in fact box).
After the event, faculty and staff walked over to
the campus dormitory, where they signed their
names on two walls in what will be the housing
coordinator's office suite, located near the south
end of the building.

Honors distributed to faculty and staff
University length
of Service Award:

USPS ExceJiet)ce
in Service. Award:

USPS Certificate
of Recognition:

A&P Outstanding
Service Award:

20years;
• Ron Bugg
• Joseph Donnelly
• Margaret Hewitt
• Jerry Notaro
• Judy Wilkerson
25 years:
• Raymond Arsenault
• Anthony Greco
• Mary Ann Harrell
• Joseph Torres

• linda Green
• Anthony Ingram
· Tim Lane
• Doug Maczis
• Bridget Nickens
• Joe Perez
• RosemaryTrukenbrod

• Shawn Brass
• David Cipris
• Sharon Clawson
•. Annette Hamon
• Barbara Higel
• Terri Johnson
• Tanya Radabaugh
• Nalini Soni
• Byron Thobum
• Todd Williams

• Cedric Howard
• Jeff Reisberg

A&P Certificate of
Recognition:
• Abbie Garcia Carr
• Patricia Butcher
• Joneen Maczis
• Herta Schafer
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One-·minute news

--news

BY CHRIS GIRANDOLA
ASSISTANTEDITOR

Caution: Astreet divided --

While
you were gone, Second Street South was converted
into a two-way street between Central Avenue and
Sixth Avenue South.
-- The City of St. Petersburg initia.ted the change
and plans to do the same to First Street South
between Central Avenue and Fifth Avenue South
after the Honda Grand Prix..
-- You can now leave campus going north on
Second Street. Parking remains angled in front of
the Williams House but spaces have been
converted into parallel parking on the opposite
side.

Atree [no longer] grows on campus

I

r
t.._,_

BY BRYAN W. WHITE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

removing the Laurel oak.
"It was rotten:' he said. "We
like to save our trees when we

A venerable campus landmark disappeared over the ·
~terbreak.
A few months ago, squirrels
cavorted on the trunk of a
massive Laurel oak tree near
the corner of Second Street and
Sixth Avenue South. Its thick
limbs generously shaded the
entrance to campus. Its artfully
woven root system cro~ded the
sidewalk with its bulk.
Now, all that's left is a 15-by30 foot patch of oak shavings.
Ron Bugg, who oversees
physical plant operations at
USF St. Petersburg, said the
University tries to preserve the
older trees on campus, but he
didn't see any alternative to

can.''

While the canopy of leaves
remained mostly full, he said
the tree had lost portions of
two limbs over the past year,
and a close inspection revealed
extensive internal rotting as
well as a termite infestation.
The potential liability of a limb
falling on a parked car also
forced the decision to remove
the tree, he said. Bugg said the
University paid $2,200 to Pinellas Tree Service to remove the
oak and grind down the stump.
John Wilbur, certified
arborist and co-owner of Pinellas Tree Service, said that
grinding up the expansive root
system accounted for much of

the cost. He said that the tree
was ground into mulch after
removal.
"We recycle almost everything;' Wilbur said. Guntis Barenis, arborist for
the City of St. Petersburg, said
the tree was about 60 years old,
judging from its girth. Laurel
oaks do not typically live past
that age, he said, because the
structure of their limbs leads to
the formation of water pockets
that in turn lead to destructive
fungus growth.
Bugg said the University
recently transplanted'42 trees
from the new student living .
quarters rather than cutting
them down and replacing them
with new ones. Transplanting
trees is usually less expensive
than replacing them, he said.

Campus lectures --

BEFORE (TOP) & AFTER (BOTIOM) -- Abed of
mulch remains where the giant Laurel oak near the
corner of Second Street and Sixth Avenue South once
stood. Internal rotting and termite infestationforced
the University to cut the tree down.

Campus hires new CFO
BY CHRISTINA CASTELLANA
STAFF WRITER
A new chief financial officer will join the
USF St. Petersburg administrative staff April
21. Regional Chancellor Karen White
appointed Ashok Dhingra to Regional Vice
Chancellor for Administration and Finance in
February after a nationwide search.
Some of the areas Dhingra will oversee .
include accounting services, budgets, facilities
. planning and construction services, human
resources, physical plant, public safety•. ~d
purchasing services.
D~gra said he looks forward to providing
USFSP students, faculty and staff with effective and efficient services that will aid in
enhancing programs and the overall c_ollege
experience. ·
"I plan to work with our divisional staff in
raising them to perform at their highest
potential," Dhingra said. "It is only through
this approach we can make the student experience the most rewarding for those who attend
the University of South Florida St. Petersburg:'
Until Dhingra's official arrival on April 21,
he will continue to work at'Southwest
Tennessee Community College as vice presi. dent of fmancial and administrative services.
Prior to employment in Tennessee, he held the
~e position at the University of Nevada for
two decades.
Dhingra .):las a Bachelor of Science degree
in Chemical Engine.ering from Punjab University in India, a master's degree in business
administration from the University of California, and a doctorate in public administration
from the University of Southern California.

.

The Florida Fiction
Series presents lora Neale Hurston's "Eastonville,"
on Wednesday, March 22. The lecture begins at
7:30p.m. in DAV 130.
~ -- Nobel Peace Prize Laureate and Kenya Earth
Charter Commissioner, Wangari Ma-athai, will give
her lecture "Grassroots Environmental Activism" in
the Campus Activities Center on Thursday March
23, at 7_ p.m. The event is free to the public.
-- Assistant Professor of Geography Rebecca
Johns will present"Radical Simplicity in the U.S.
and South Asia: Overturning the Global Economy
from the Ground Up"on Friday, March 24 in Davis
Hall265 at 1 p.m.

Comedy night --

Comedian James Smith
will perform in Davis 130 on Friday, March 24 at 6
p.m. Smith, an Australian, has appeared on
Comedy Central's ''Tough Crowd with Colin Quinn:'
-- Smith began performing while at law school,
where he was selected to debate in the World
Debating Championships. In 2001, he won Star
Quest, an Australian talent search competition.
-- The event is free to the public. For more information, call (727) 873-4599.

Movie night --

The witches and wizards
invade the Campus Activities Center nextTuesday.
The Harborside Activities Board presents "Harry
Potter and the Goblet of Fire"on March 28 at 6
p.m. Food and beverages will be provided.

Sundries
Restaurant ·& S~ ports Ba_r

One-woman show --

SHO~W YOUR.'USF
STUDENT
ID
..,,.
.

& RlECEIVE VIP PRIV'JLEGES

liza Peterson will
perform her critically-acclaim~d one-woman show
"The Peculiar Patriot"on Thursday, March 30 at 6
p.m. in Davis Hall.
-- Peterson has appeared in the Sundance Festival's award-winning film "Slam"imd can be seen in
Spike Lee's movie"Bamboozled:' Peterson has written several plays including "Mercury Retrograde;'
"Witness the Priestess:' and "Church of the Living
Womb: The Revival:' For more information, call
(727) 873-4845.

Grand Prix speeds into town

1S% VIP DlKount FoT card IIQIINr and Guit&t5

AfbA-4:00 Plf ~·-· Frida.f
u tlay samrcta~•.S&md1aJ'·& lklliiaya

1% W

DiSCD~Uni ·M on- Fri 1'lf;QO -

.

eaa ~~~·

200 1&t AveS.

Downtown St.- !Petersburg
(727) .502.0.222

The Indy Racing League takes over downtown St.
Petersburg just to the north and east of campus
from March 31-April 2.
-- Defending champion and local resident, Dan
Wheldon, and 2005's Bombardier Rookie of the
Year Danica Patrick are some of the drivers who
will be navigating the track's twists and turns. To
view a map of the course and find ticket prices, go
to www.gpstpete.com.

Bayboro Fiction Contest -- The 2o'h
Annual Bayboro Fiction Contest is accepting short
story entries from USF St. Petersburg students.
-- For more information and the contest entry
form, visit www.nelson.usf.edu/saplfcontest.
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Over my dead·bodies
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CROW'S NEST

ABOUT ·- The CrowJ Nesr is a
student-run publication that has
servedthe facu lty, staff and
students of the Universityof
South florida St Petersburg since
1969. The newspaper is
published in the fall and spring
semesters and containsnews
stories, features and entertainment pieces we believe are of
interest to our readership. Since
spring 2005, The Craw's Nest has
been publishedon a weekly
basis. The CtowJ Nesr is funded
each semester bya portion of
revenue generated from Activities
and Services fees as well as
advertising revenue. The continued supportof the paper is •
essential to providing the campus
with an unfiltered look at .the
issues affecting it and'the
}Urrounding area.
DISTRIBUTION --We distribute
1,000 copies of the newspaper
each Wednesdayto the various
departmentsaround campus. You
can pick up the latest copy of the
newspaper eachWednesday at
the following locations: Campus
Activities Center, fitness Center,
fCT complex, Davis Hall student
lounge, Barnes & Noble Bookstore, Bayboro Bookstore (inside,
between the store andthe
Tavern), outsidethe entrance to
the Bayboro computer lab,
Bayboro downstairs just inside
the west entrance, the Academic
Success Center, the Manne ,
Sdences lab, Poynterlibrary
(rack next to the circulation
desk), upstairs throughout Davis
and Coquina Halls, and the
College of Business. We also

~

deliver to the academic and
administrative offices for the
faculty and staff within, including
Academic Affairs, Student Affairs,
the RegionalChancellor's office,
Snell House and Williams House.
If The CrowJ Nest is not being
delivered to a location nearyou,
please contact us at
usfcrowsnest@yahoo.com or
(727) 553-4113, and we will
make sure to bring copies to your
area.
SUBMISSIONS ·· We're always on
the lookout (after all, we are The
CrowJ Nest) for well-written artides that cover issues affecting
campus life. If you have an artide
you'd like to submit for our
consideration, send.it to
usfcrowsnest@yahoo.com as an
- .rtf or .doc attachment. You can
also leave a copy of the article in
the CrowJ Nest mailbox, located
inthe Club room in the Campus
Activity Center. We welcome
.submissions from faculty, staff
and students alike.
LETTERS ... The CrowJ Nest

welcomes lettersto the editor. To
be considered for publication,
letters must be'150 words or less.
Please include full name, position
(e.g. student, faculty, etc.), email and telephone number for
verification purposes only. E-mail
letters to the editor at
usfcrowsnest@yahoo.com.lf a
letter isselected for publication,
it will not be reworded in any
way. If it must be cut for length,
the author will be contacted.
lettersare chosen at the discretion of the.editorial board.

Chinese people smoke too much. How .
could someone like me know such an
obscure tidbit like tl)at, you ask?
I'm hardly what you would call a world
traveler. Heck, I've only been out of Florida
a few times in my short life, and the idea of
going overseas might as well be like going
to the moon.
Needless to say, I haven't been to China
and the extent of my relationship with
anyone of Chinese descent is limited to
handing them money and receiving a quart
of General Tso's chicken in exchange.
All of that being said, this brings us
back to the original question. How could I
know that Chinese people smoke too
much?
Simple. I've seen their lungs.
Don't worry, I don't make it a hobby of
killing random Chinese people and dissecting them to find out how many Marlboros
they've smoked.
Someone else did it for me. All I did
was look.
· If you haven't figured it out by now, I'm
speaking about the Bodies exhibit at the
Museum of Science and Indu~tiy. It created
a big stir when it first opened months ago,
and now there are only a few weeks left
before the corpses leave Tampa Bay and
educat~ - or horrify - a whole n~w g~oup
of people somewhere else on April 2.
In case you live in a cave somewhere,
the Bodies exhibit is a display of several
preserved dead bodies. They have their
skin taken off and are placed in peculiar
positions so the whole family can learn
what it looks like for a dead man's ligaments and muscles to hold hands with his
skeleton.
And you thought Disney was the·standard bearer when it comes to family fun.
Another tidbit of information adding to
the excitement' is that all of the specimens
were unclaimed bodies from China. Why
China? I don't know, but I have a feeling
that our government will do whatever it
takes to make capitalists out of them even
if they have to start with the dead people.
Have you seen the ~icket sales? If they
were alive, they would be raking it in. Over
21,000 people went to the exhiblt the first
week and the total for the last few months
is supposedly around a quarter of a
million. Unfortunately, they're dead.
All of that is beside the point, however.
The real point is that I actually felt I
learned something. It's quite a lot of information to take in, but if you have any .
interest whatsoever in how the body func-

'

tions, where we come from and .all of the
things that can go wrong with us, then you
will want to make the trip. If you can
handle it, the section of the exhibit that
displays fetusesfrom month to month is
remarkable.
Other than catching a whiff of one of
the bodies, which are not.behind glass
mind you, the most sickening portion of
the whole exhibit is listening to the other
people who ar:e looking at the bod!.~s.
Evidently, the door at the exhibit is
magical because everyone who walks ·
through it miraculously transforms into a
doctor.
"Look kids, it's the latissimus dorsi. I
always wanted to see what that looked
_,
like."
Please.
People wouldn't know the latissimus
dorsi if it started to talk to them and introduced itself as the latissimus dorsi. Who
would've thought that the o~e thing that
made me want to puke was the people who
had skin.
The worst of all, however, was the one
woman who must have had one too many
cocktails ahead of time because she felt the
need to pat a corpse on the "gluteus
maximus" several different times. For those
of you who haven't walked through the
magicdoor, that would be the butt.
As if it's not bad enough for your ·dead
body to be positioned like a mannequin at
Sports Authority so the kids can see what
muscles are used when we kick' a soccer
ball, some idiot has to clearly ignore a
dozen signs that all say "Do Not Touch"
and sexually harass a corpse.
If the body didn't have a big smile on its
face, I would've said something.
By the time my girlfriend and I walked
through the entire display, I felt exhausted.
Each room had more information than the
last and if you really care to learn something, then it will probably overwhelm you.
But I'm glad I went.
I felt like this was a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity that I shouldn't pass up and I
was right. Think about it. When's the next
time you will get the chance to walk
through a room full ?f stiffs? Unless Tampa
gets the Republican National Convention,
it won't be for a long time, so_I recommend
taking the opportunity while it's here.
There was only one drawback to the
whole experience, though, and it still
lingers with me. I couldn't eat Chinese for
a month.

--· Chris George is an undergraduate student
in the Department of.Journalism and Media
Studies·at USF St. Petersburg.

LETTER TO THE CROW'S NEST
Regarding Gov. Bush and high school students
choosing majors:
·
It's okay, as long as an "equal" effort is put forth
that teaches our children that human beings are
not simplistic abstractions. Specifically, to prevent
them from inordinately defining each other in
terms of commerce. So that when we ask a child
what he or she wants to be when they grow up, it
never sounds as tho_ugh they are nothing now.
Daniel P. Quinn
Member of the Society for the Advancement of
Poynter Library

Need a roommate?
Have something to sell?
Looking for the perfect
employee?

ADVERTISE

IN THE CROW'S NEST!
Classified $10.35 ·1116 page $23.00

1/8 page $40.25 • 1/4 page $63.25
1/2 page $l15.00 ·Full page $207.00
1,000 pre-printed inserts $100.00

Ask about discounts for USF
student organizations and ·repeat
advertisements!
Contact Ad Manager Mlchelle Bocchino at
mbocchin@mail.usf.edu for more information.

ACT NOW
GET ·RESU··LTS!
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BY EMMA SYLVESTER &JOHN TERRANA &ANTHONY SALVEGGI
Take a look at some of the statistics about USF St. Petersburg students and a few things become
clear; None of the numbers may surprise you but they go a long way toward explaining some of the
perceptions about the campus. ·
We are overwhelmingly (nearly 80 percent) white.
Most of us (almost 70 percent) aie juniors and seniors.
And the reputation of the University as a commuter campus appears well-deserved, not only
because students do not yet live on campus, but because of the distance many students travel
to go to !;lass.
Despite its lack of on-campus housing, USF St. Petersburg is home for students like
Danie Cutler.
Cutler, an Environmental Science and Policy student, said, '1\s a non-traditional
student, niy plan was to get through school as fast as I could and I really had no
time or interest in becoming part of the community, yet this place has become
a second home to me:'
For others, such as the working professionals who attend classes a
couple of nights a we~k, it is a place to further their>education and then
return home or to work.
Ken O'Leary is a 35-year-old operations manager for local sports
television station Catch 47 and gradua.te student in the journalism
department. Working a full-time job during the day makes it
impossible for students who are also professionals to attend events that
are hosted by USF St. Petersburg during the day, O'Leary said.
He said that the image of the campus will change with the
completion of the dormitory and students becoming dependant upon
the campus.
Just how much of a change the dorm will effect depends on how
successful USF St. Pe~ersburg is in its recruiting efforts.. Because of
the need to fill the 354-beds in the residence hall, a number of campus
events, including recent Battle of the Bands, have also been used as
recruitment opportunities.
Since 2001, the University has admitted frrst-time-in-college
fr~slurien and lower division tran.sfers. Today, freshmen and
sophomores makes up nearly 15 percent of the student population.
That number will likely continue to increase in the coming years.
And with the University's push for autonomy and the fall 2006
opening of Residence Hall One, perceptions about USF St. Petersburg
will contlriue to evolve.
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non-Hispanic, 289 students are
i'Pacific Islander, 130 are non-resimerican Indian.
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oflooi-2004
degrees - 462 females and 220
1120 males received master's
4 males received Associate of Arts
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SOURCE: Student Affairs Research
Report: Student Perceptions of
campus Services and Co-curricular
Activities at the University of South
Florida St. retersburg, fall2003.
SOURCE: (2004-2005 Fact Book)
GRAPHICS: Monica Wieruszewski
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CLASSIFIED
-

Your classified ad could be here!
Contact Advertising Manager Michelle
Bocchino at mbocchin@mail.usf.edu
for more information!
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Osca rs -Health Educator Shannon Cho answers your health questions and offers advice for healthy living
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A: x~S.t~n~ nd.Stretcqmarks

bcctli'wHen:~~sue'under the.sldn

• Dear Shannon, is:pulled::AI~u9h the skin is
Is there help for my fairly elastic; $!retch marks can

STRETCH
MARkS?
- Have ahealth question-or
comment for Shannon? Send an
e-mail to c~~S@stptusf.edu.

happen with rapid growth or
stretd:ling. Stretch marks
commonly arise during puberty
for men and women, pregnancy
for women, and quick weight
gain or loss. Stretdl marks are
most commonly found on our
~ies'Nhot spots/ such as the
buttocks, thighS and breasts, but
they can. occur in many other
areas.
At first, ~tretch marks tend to
a.n(1lor re(lin color,
:~·them seem more
,. ·c

., •

extre~~ than th~ ag~~~~y~re:" 11\Ji 'IIP?mofflce pr~ced~res to act~al

O~er t1me, however",the marks w:,;llniS\Ir,ger~~ ~eep m~nd that these
usually lighten in·color and sotil~r · H~.c,an be very expensive. Realizing

times become almost unnotic~
able. Many people swear by
creams and lotion$ as a prevent!tive or curable measure for
stretch marks. The truth is that
there is no scientific evidence that
indicates creams or lotions work
to cure stretch marks.
With that said, it is always a
good idea to keep your skin moisturized for other benefits! Some
people choose to consult a
dennatologist or plastic
exefore optio,ps .fot
of stretch marks,

that we are all our own worst
critics, try to remember that
stretch marks ate extremely
common and although you.might
feel you are the only with them,
yoo are definitely not alone.

-Shannon Cho,
health
educator
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and Good Luck;' two movies that
deal with more important
themes that include terrorism
and the First Amendment.
If the Academy had given the
award to "Brokeback Mountain;'
it would have at least have been a
step i.ri the right direction.
"Brokeback Mountain" shows us
a world that's prejudiced against
love - any love - isn't a world we
should want to live in.
Other than ""Crash" upsetting
"Brokeback Mountain;· it was an
okay night for the Academy. It
was nice to finally see Phillip
Seymour Hoffman win an Oscar.
After great performances in
"Magnolia" and "Boogie Nights;'
it was looking like he would
never get the recognition he
undoubtedly deserves. But his

performance as the late author
Truman Capote in "Capote" was
too good to pass up.
And it was also a smart decision to give best supporting actor
to George Clooney for the political thriller "Syriana:' Clooney
had such a good year between
"Syriana" and "Good Night, and
Good Luck;' it would have been
a crime for him to leave emptyhanded.
•
Finally, a lot of critics haven't
exactly praised Ton Stewart's
performance as the host. It
wasn't great, but it was step up
from last year when Chris Rock
and his annoying voice took
center stage. Stewart was hilarious from time-to-time and it
helped make the four-hour show
·
go by fast .

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~-----------~-------------------------------------

ADVERTISEMENT

NEWS .FROM STUDENT LifE
-

WHAT'S
HAPPENING...
Harborside live
Wednesday, March 22
4:00-5:30 pm
Harborside Lawn

READ THIS ...
Chocolate Photo Lollipops
Wednesday, March 22
2 pm to 6 pm
DAVIS Lobby

COMING SOON ...
Student Government

Elections
Watch for more information

~~

Comedy Night:
featuring James Smith
Friday, March 24
6 pm DAV 130

Movie Night:

......

Harry Potter & the Goblet of Fire
Tuesday, March 28
6 pm CAC Core
Sponsored by Harborside
Activities Boarq

New Swimming Classes
~

Beginning this week
Call the Waterfront Of ce at
873-4597
or go online for more information

Visit. us
online at
www.stpt.usf.edu/studentlife

Available positions include:
President
Vice-President
Secretary .
Treasurer
College Representatives
Call 873-4147

STUDENT LIFE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES ARE PAID FOR BY STUDENT FEES
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Coming Soon

itest

Movies opening in theatres Friday, March 24:
• Inside Man
• Stay Alive
New releases on DVDNHS Tuesday, March 28:
• King Kong
• Memoirs of a Geisha
• S~ay

ACADEMY AWARDS IN REVIEW

-oscar's surprise
BY CHRISTINA CASTELLANA
STAFF WRITER
This year's Oscars had a few surprises up its
sleeve. Many spectators believed "Brokeback
Mountain" was going to be the big winner of
the evening, but that all changed when Jack ·
Nicholson called "Crash" to the stage to claim
·
the Oscar for Best Picture.
Despite the twist of fate, "Brokeback Mountain'' left with three statuettes under its arm for
Best Director, Best Adapted Screenplay and
Best Original Score.
The winners for Best Actor and Best
Supporting Actor were Philip Seymour Hoffman in "Capote" and George Clooney in "Syriana;' respectively. The Best Actress award went
to Reese Witherspoon in "Walk the Line': and
the Best Supporting Actress Oscar was
awarded to Rachel Weisz for her performance
in "The Constant Gardener':
As with every annual Academy Awards
Ceremony, the viewers at home were forced to
wait until the clock ticks near the. end of the
evening to hear the winners of the most prized
categories. Despite the customary tedious
length of the event, Jon Stewart amused the
crowd with his usual wit while Ben Stiller
made an unusual appearance in a skin-tight
green unitard.
All things considered, the highlights of the
evening were few. Watching the quick recap of

the evening on MSN.com is all one needed to
get the best and the worst of one of the most
prestigious award ceremonies in the world.

-----------------------------------

Brokeback has good night,
but no luck
BY JUSTIN LOWERY
STAFF WRITER
· , The list is long. And it grew by one more
this year: '/\round the World in 80 Days" "Ordinary People" - "Driving Miss Daisy" "Dances With Wolves"- "Braveheart"- "Gladiator:' All these films, believe it or not, have
taken home best picture at the so-called prestigious Academy Awards. One must think: If the
Oscars are supposed to be the measurement
for great ftlms, then why have they given out
the top prize to these clunkers?
Once Jack Nicholson announced "Crash" as
the best film of 2005, it immediately jumped
on this list. "Crash" is a movie about racism. It
shows us racism is still very prevalent in society and that it's not just a black-and-white
thing. Okay. It goes nowhere with that theme.
<~crash" is not just a movie that isn't worth a
golden statue, it's also quite bad. I wanted to
leave while w:atching it.
Instead, the Academy would have been
better off giving the award to "Brokeback
Mountain:' If it were up to me, I would have
given the award to "Munich" or "Good Night,

see Oscars

~ (J.s~

Oscars Trivia

RESTAURANT REVIEW SPECIAL-- BAR

According to
www.oscars.org:
•. The Academy Awards Ceremony has been held since
1929.
• Initially, the winners were
known prior to the awards
ceremony. The results were
sent in advance to newspapers for publication the
day of the Oscars, and
guests arriving at the
event could buy the 8:45
p.m. edition of the Los
Angeles Times which listed
all the winners. In 1941
the sealed-envelope
system was adopted and
remains in use today. ·
• All voting for Academy
Awards is conducted by
secret ballot and tabulated
bythe international audit·
ing firm of PricewaterhouseCoopers. The results
ofthe ballots remain
concealed until the famous
red envelopes are opened
on stage during the event.

For a full list of the 78'' Academy Awards nominees and
winners, visit http://www.
oscars.org/78a·cademy
page 7
awards/nomswins.html.
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HOPPERS-- WEEK1

ASundries.affair
BY CHRIS GIRANDQLA &CASEY CORA

televisions and a video game area to
pass the time. The bar has some of
EDITOR'SNOTE: This is the first of a
those cool video poker games and a
three-part series dedicated to explor- decent online jukebox with a
ing the "bar scene" in downtown St.
plethora of songs to choose from.
Petersburg. Casey Cora and Chris
And Midtown hosts a poker tourGirandola, two journalism students,
nament night every Monday. For all
visited numerous bars within walkyou smokers, an outside patio
ing distance of campus to see wha't's
allows you to clog your lungs.
out there for USF St. Pete students
The service rivals a tortoise
after the evening·classes let out.
crawl but, considering we were
Basically, our mission was to
college punks invading the older
explore all the bars that would lend
clientele's turf, I guess it wa$ to be
iliemselves to making St. Petersburg expected. The two male bartenders
into a college town. While the .
conversed with the regulars before
Tavern sits on campus and defifinally getting around to serving up
nitely has that college vibe to it, we
our Miller Lite drafts.
wanted to find variety and someOne neat benefit about Midtown
thing more to add to the mix.
is that it tries to cater. to USF
First stop: Midtown Sundries students by offering a "VIP"
200 First Ave. S., downtown St.
program after 4 p.m. with a 15
Petersburg.
percent discount on food and
Midtown Sundries is about a
drinks. Our two beers carne to
five-minute walk from campus. We
$5.20.
met at Midtown after 9 p.m. on
And Midtown promotes itself as
Wednesday night following our ·
USF's "unofficial" viewing spot
media law class.
during the college football season.
From the outside, Midtown
Happy hour 1s from 4-7 p.m. every
Sundries looks like a barber shop.
day·of the week and Midtown is
Or maybe an ice cream parlor. A
now offering post-construction
red-and-white. striped awning
food specials at night.
drapes the entrance and wraps
Midtown has the space, the feel
around the building from Second
and ~e ability to become a cool
Street South to First Avenue South.
hangout but it seems to be in a
The first thing that carne to
quixotic place when it comes to
· mind when we stepped into the
making a commitment. If Midtown
Midtown is the bar in "Cheers:'
· wanted, it could have a college
But then, we quickly realized it
night with a disc jockey and/or a
wasn't Boston and we weren't Cliff
live band. Just clear out the tables
and Norm. And Woody and Sam
and make it the place to be that
defmitely didn't stand behind the
night.
bar.
But when we asked if they had
. The atmosphere is, to put it
any plans to do a college night, one
bluntly, dull- though it has potenof the bartenders simply spat: "We
tial. On this night (and several
don't do any type of that entertainother nights we've stopped by), the
ment in here:'
crowd was sparse, approximately 20
. Or better yet, shut up kid and
people. The average age is around
don't come back.
45 and the girl-to-guy ratio is
We got the message, downed our
almost non-existent, with three
beverages and skedaddled.
women in the bar at the time.
In the end, we gave the Midtown
But the upscale sports bar an?
two out of five Bulls. They earned
restaurant has room to party. It has
points for the pool tables, the telea horseshoe-shaped bar ringed by
visions, the expansive bar, the decor
several bar tables. There's. a dining
and the USF specials. They were
area off to the left with several
docked points for slow service,
tables and booths that face two 50non-commitment to "college night;'
inch televisi~ns. To the right, a
type of crowd, and the potential far
step~up island area has three full·
outweighing the results.
size pool tables:
Midtown has an additional 32
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This week on campus
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Harborside LIVE, Weds., March 22:
• 4-5-:30 p.m, on tlarborside Lawn

Comedy Night, Fri., March 24:
· • 6 p.m. in Davis 130

Movie Night, Tues., March 28:
• 5 p.m. in the Campus Activities Center

USFSP SAILING

.

.

Weekend ot·local, intersectional regattas
BY ANTHONY SALVEGGI
EDITOR
For the second weekend in a
row, the USF coed and women's
teams found themselves in the
middle of the pack a! local and
intersectional races.
The USF coed sailing team
fmished in fourth place out of
seven teams at South Points 3,
held in the waters just south of
Eckerd College on March 11.
District rival Eckerd took
the top two spots in the South
Atlantic Intercollegiate Sailing
Association regatta.
Sailing for the Bulls, junior
Philip Tanner and sophomore
Suzanne Marmis took fourth in
the "X' division, while the "B"

squad of Bill Jones, Ashley
Landes, Van Pittman and
Angela Henderson came in
sixth.
Meanwhile, the women's
team took 10~~> place at ~e
Navy Women's
spring Intersectional. The regatta,
sailed at the U.S.
Naval Academy in
Annapolis, Md.,
featured 15 teams .
from all over the
nation, including
Yale and Stanford.
Seniors Kristen
Herman and Jee
Lee took eighth
place in "/\. division
and had one first-

place finish out of the 11 races
that were sailed.
In "B" division, seniors
Abby Ethington (who had the
flu) and Ashley Wierzbicki
came in 11 ~~> place.

RESULTS FROM South Points 3
TEAM
1. Eckerd Varsity

A

B TOTAL
15 25

2. Eckerd JV
3. Florida

10
18 . 21

39

26

17

43

4. USF

26

41

67

45

37

82

43

40

83

56

53

109

----

5. Georgia Tech
6. Embry-Riddle
7. Emory
-·
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Singer/
songwriter
entertains
at Harborside LIVE
Sarah Brosch, anative of
Michigan, performed
Wednesday afternoon, March
8, in Davis lobby. As part of
the Harborside LIVE series,
Brosch played various instruments during her performance. Alternating between
guitar, keyboard, piano and
harmonica, she performed
both original songs and covers
of popular tunes.

Apply online at
¥"

\MMN.stpt.usf.edulhousing.
For more information email
housing@stpt.usf.edu, or contact
Residence Life at (727) 873-5000.

UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH FLORIDA
ST. PETERSBURG

